tate Hapld‘y lwakening to
 Justice of Demands That
5 Hakaeen Made.

! MIMM of Maximum Workday
- for Adult Males Sure to Come—
 Matter of Retirement Systems

. ¢ Belng Given Consideration.
" The establishment of & minimum
. workday for adult males is a move-
ment of slow growth, but it continues
' to progress. The question of social in-
surance also continues to recelve at-
tention, not only In fhat aspect of it
which Is covered by workmen's com-
pensation laws, but also in the exten-
slon of provisions for the relief of
; widowed mothers unable to maintaln
- homes for their children.
- The above are conclusions reached
vhir by the United States bureau of labor
Y 8 statistles, in a review of the Isbor leg-
,i“ . Islation of 1918, recently published in
' i " form of a bulletin of the department
' of labor. During that year the legls-
) latures of 11 states, the Philippines
f ~and Porto Rico, and congress, met in
| regular sessioh, besides which the leg-
o tsiatures of five states were called In
i extra session, that of Illinols thus
meeting twice. With the @eception of
the extra sesslons of South Dakota nud
Tennessee, laws or resolutions nffect-
Ing labor were enacted or adopted by
all of these bodies, There also wis
an extra soesslon of the Muine legislu-
ture, called to npprove @ revision of
‘the code of that state. The Industrial
commigelons and ke bodles In a num-
ber of states also Issued orders or
regulntions having the forece of laws,
Muine algo, In 1916, ratified the act of
legistature of 1015, lmiting the work
| “of women and children to o maximum
" of B4 hours a week, and the veto of the
: antitipping law of Tennessee, enncted
in 1915, was declared to be vold, In
1914, and it now I8 in force.
3 The state of Massachusetts has made
5 provislon for retirement systems for
various classes of employees of the
; state, the persons affected being given
| the option of accepting or rejpcting the |
provisions of the laws, a date having
bheen set prior to which the cholee
should be made. An act supplementil
o this proyides that persons who had
the retirement provisions in
> past but who had changed thelr
8 might “enma in” during 1916 by

oui are made for

L MINERS' HIGH WAGES

ALL ALONG LINE

por-d@_~the | Suffert ’
male and female, are leaving fo go to

rw.rmnent of permancnt officera
and employeesin the elvil service after 1
six years of service, If such retirement |
48 not prejudicial to the operation utl
the burean nffected. The benefit {8 a |
Umited one, consisting of varlous ]wl-l
£ centages of the hasle salary, pecording |
L 8¢ to the term of gervice, paynhle for o
:"-1. period of hut three years; In chse --:‘|

death of the heneflelary  before this

perfod has heen eompleted the unpald |
{ bnlance goes to the estate.

Liability for Injuries.

A lopg-standing clossifieation  hog
plaeed as one of the inclilents of the
employment status the Inablility of the

" employer for Injurles befalling em-
ployees on account of the former's neg-
ligence, The present-doy movement |
toward workmen's compensation tends
to trapsfer that subject to the ficld!
of ‘goclal insurance, though obviously
the method of compensation awurds |
{s the substitute for, and successor of,
the Habllity system. In two states,
however, none of which has as 5'0[[
ny com[u\nsu.t[an legiglation, luws
were enncted preseribing the Hability
“of ratlroad companies for injurles m'
their workmen. In both these states,
Yixglnln and South Caroling, the law
enacted follows closely the provisions |
of the federal statute governing Inter-

- state commerce. The particular re-
spects in which this is true are the |
. abrogation of defense of fellow sery-
* fee, in the ensctment of the principle |
_of comparative negligence, and in ﬂ-.u

" denlad to the employer of the defenses

Ty “of contributory negligence and as

I.' * - sumed risks where thore Is a viclation

§R of safety laws, In both laws also con-

~ tracts of walver are forbldden, The

‘South Carolina statute provides that

pnnltlvo damages shall not be recoy-

‘~ ered under the act, while that of Vir-

jl.‘ni.l limits Its operations to steam
~roads for general traflic only, eleetric

'-_Ilna and mine and mill roads not be-

Ing included.

w-gu.
. Legislative regulations  affecting
-3 'm ‘address themselves mainly to
'alhb securing of pnyment of the amounts
m agreed upon in the eontract
mlng'ment. only exceptionnlly con-
v - themselves with the question
Ty - jof what these amounts shall be. This
‘-m has been varied In a number of
- gtates, however, by prescriptions of
-et'he amounts to be paid for lnbor on
mﬂe works, The legislature of Mary-
provides ',umt for work onm the
¢ roads ‘of Allegany county the
mum amount payable shall be $2,
day of nine hours; overtlme may
worlked In chase of emergency, with
ratp pay for the excess over nine

ted in the federal ltntule
; ‘an elght-hour diny ms the
r s working day, not restricting

| devastated regions of

| reads: *

| ghould he reguired

. the division, which extends from Pitts:

R“THIGT COAL-OUTPUT.
w According to a réport snbmir.—
% ted to Governor Stewart br'
s state officiuls, coml miners In
% Montana make from £6 to §12
% pear day In ghort hours and ean-
5 not be induced to work long
* enough to get out the amount of
coal required to meet the de-

mand. Of the sltuation at Kleln, %
Mont., the report says: “Be- ik:

m

cause of the liberal contract,
which the men hnve obtalned,
the operators clulm the men are
able to make from $6 to $8, §10
and even £12 a day for from
four to six hours' work, find that
it 1s impossiblie to keep them in
the mine after they have earned
that much, aithough they are
expected to work a full elght-
hour day under thelr agree-
ments."
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WILL ASK INCREASED WAGES

Men In Railroad Passenger Service
Have Served Motification of De-
mands to Be Made,

Rallroads operating enst of Chicago
and north of the Potomae river have
been notifled by representatives of the
Brotherhood of Rallway Tralnmen and
the Order of Railway Conductors that
demands for an Increase of wages for
men in the passenger serylee will be

m&mﬁvm

LR

L JE )

pregented to the roads on December 1, |

the demands to become effective Janu-
ary -1, 1018,

This wns announced by a rallroad
member on the commission of elght,
representing the ronds and employees,
appointed to compile a report on the
worklings of the Adamson law,

The railronds would not be
prised, he sald, if the demand wers
for an incrense of 20 or 25 per cent,
or on & basis Intended to restore the
differential in wages between passen-
ger and freight service which the
Adamson law widened by advancing
the wages of the frelght men.

Factory Workers in Demand,

sur-

Good wages were pald in Bridgeport, |

Conn,, before the war, high wages were
the rule after hostilitles broke, now
“an ern of extravagant wnges seems
to have =et in," secording to C. 3. Bil-
ton, president of the Manmfacturers'
asgociation. Many workmen in fac-
torles here are gotilng $00 a week,
while as high ns 870 Is nof uncomnon.
All lines of munufactues are affected.
Factortes are paylog 680 cents o
for almost wmskilled men, and com-

n hour |

plalning that they ecannot hold them |

even on those rates. - Street Inborers
have passed the $8-a-day mark and ave
now getting $4. Mercantile establish-
ments and ofMices report that they are
ng hecpuse thelr - employees,

the factories

The draft and contrancts that must
be filled on time are held to he mainly
responsibie for the new condition, help

being scarce and employers compet- |«

ing for what there 13 avallable,

Peace Must Loa'.-c Labor Safe.

A new note In peace terms has heen
gounded by the British Lnbor party.
Not only restoration of property in the
Europe, but the
means of livellhond of the wige-earn-
er must he restored by the qntrIn!nmt,
according to an officlal party memoran-
dum now published.

The memorandum
demnlties,” but a

favors “no In-
later paragraph
The restoration of
devastated arens should be undertalien
at the expense of an (nternational fund
to which all belligerent governments |
to contribute in |
proportions to be agreed upon; hav hw
regard, among othor things, to thair
severdl respensibilities and participa-
tion In the damage.” But the restoran-
tlon must not be on a merely prop-

erty or eapital basls; it must be ex-|

tended to “setting up the wage-earners
themselves in homes and employment.”

Fuse Plant Resumes Work.

The plant of the Stundard Fusa cor-
poration at Paulsboro, N, J, has re-
sumed operations, as necessary changeas
have been made in the machinery since
the plant wns cloged. The plant will
be engaged In the manufacinre of can
non primers and hand grenades,

The company hes several large gov-
ernment confraets amnd’ as scon as
other departments can be placed in
readiness, several more hundred work-
men will be employed, and the plant
will be kept in operation day and
night.

There will be but few girls In the
plant, the officinls asserting that the
work will be too hard for them. Addl-
tlonal bulldings are under construce!
tion, and when they are completed, the
company will take up the manufacture
of wirplane parts

Oil Companles Increase Wages.

~ Your oll companies, operating in
Louisiana oll flelds, have announced
incresses in the wages of thelr ofl-
fleld workers. 'The Texas company
and Gulf Refinlng company have al-
lowed increanses of 20 per cent over
old wages, effective Novembor 1. The
Standard Oll company hns announced
a 10 per cent ralse, and the Produc
‘erg' Oll company & like Increase,

Call Women to Break Strike.

With the strike of telegraph opera-
tors and dispatchers on the Allegheny
division of the Pennsylvania raflroad
unbroken, the company placed adver
tisements in all newspapers in that
section calllng for girls and men to
worlk sas telephono block operntors on

blirsh to Buftalo. S i e
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